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Come for the boating education...stay for the friends.SM 

 
 
Ahoy Squadron Members, 
     I would say the January dinner meeting was a HUGE success.  What a great social 
event, and so much delicious food.  Thanks to all the cooks and to Barbara Zinn for 
the festive table decorations.  Our speaker, Dr. Cox, was very informative as well as 
entertaining.  In my time with the squadron, this was the largest dinner meeting I 
have attended with 66 people in attendance, including 6 guests who are potential 
new members.  I am excited about our growth and anxious to continue our quest to 
flourish as an organization, doing even more in the community and promoting safe 
boating through education. 
     February is just ahead.  As we busy ourselves preparing for boat shows and other 
events let’s not forget that important holiday, Valentine’s Day.  Treat those ladies 
special because they are.  Take our squadron for example.  It is the ladies that are the 
gears that turn the wheels of our organization.  When our ladies band together they 
achieve extraordinary things.  The ladies do much of the work setting up the dinners, 
show booths, dock parties, meetings.  They organize events, they raise money, and 
they make our guests feel special.  They do it all!  Think about it, where would our 
squadron be without the important contributions of our ladies?  So make sure you 
treat the squadron ladies on Valentine’s Day, or any day, or every day.  Thanks ladies 
for all you do! 

 

Bruce Watxon, P 

Commander, Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=AwrBT8QKG0NXIkEA7.dXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyNW84ODh0BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjE1NjNfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=like+uson+facebook&fr=mcafee&th=101&tw=182&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.boydgaming.net%2Fkansasstar%2Fmedia%
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The January Dinner Meeting was held 
on January 19 at the Eagles Landing 
Resort and Recreation Center.  Since 
it was chilly outside, we had some 
chili inside.  Some nice folks from the 
Squadron brought a crock pot full of 
chili or soup while everyone else 
brought a salad or dessert to 
share.   Our Guest Speaker was Dr. 
Doug Cox, who was elected to the Ok-
lahoma House of Representatives in 
2004 and has represented District 5 
and the Grand Lake region for the 
past 12 years. 

 
 
Comander Bruce Watson inducted three 
new members into the GLSPS. 
 

David Garcia is married and lives in Broken 
Arrow. He is an applications engineer for My-
ers-Aubrey in Broken Arrow. When he retires 
in the next 2-3 years, he wants to take a great 
boating adventure, such as cruising the Great 
Loop or the Gulf Coast. He took the ABC3 class 
in October and plans to take more classes in 
the future to prepare for that trip.  
 

Mark & Sandy Hendrickson moved here 
from Jetmore, Kansas, where Mark was a dis-
trict director with Farm Service Agency in the 
federal government.  Sandy worked with 
Emergency Management and disaster relief. 
She is also a stained and fused glass artist and 
will continue her art work here.  They live 
north of Hickory Grove on a bluff straight 
across the lake from Paradise Point, and they 
enjoy boating, fishing, and church activities.  
They came to the squadron via the ABC Class 
and have already gotten involved in activities. 
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Larry Stout SN-IN taught the USPS Operations & 
Officers Training Seminar on 1/12/17.  Eight mem-
bers were in attendance:  Bob & Renae Russell, 
Frank & Pat Janiga, Roger & Barbara Zinn, Micki 
Kamrath, and Jerry Ruzicka. 

Pictured from left to right are Renae Russell, 
Roger Zinn, Barbara Zinn and Larry Stout. 

 

Congratulations to the graduates of the 2016 Piloting Class!  Pictured from left to right  are 
instructor Jim Sweeten SN, Roger Zinn P, Bob Russell P, instructor Baxter Thorman JN , Bruce 
Watson P, Linda Watson P, Mary Alice Moore P, and Ken Moore P (graduate Earl Starkman P 
is not pictured). 
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Grand Lake Power Squadron, 
     Wow!  Thank you so much for your gen-
erous contribution to the Crisis Center.  This 
will go a long way in helping us meet the 
needs of victims of violence.  We appreciate 
you! 
                        The CCC Team 

Squadron members donated $742.00 and the 
GLSPS donated an additional $500.00.  Thank 
you all for your generosity.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill and Pegy Miller will be attending the USPS Annual Meeting and representing the GLSPS.  This is the 
agenda for the meeting. 
 There are no official functions from Sunday, 19 February through Wednesday, 22 February.  
 CPR/First Aid for USPS Members training will offered on Wednesday, 22 February.  
 Thursday, 23 February, is devoted to committee meetings.  Members  are welcome to attend and 

participate in all open sessions.  No advance registration is required.  
 Friday, 24 February, is devoted to department meetings, free seminars, EXPO exhibits and our 

teaching aid and youth poster contests.  There will be two special receptions—for first‐timers and 
for life members—and our annual Awards Dinner.  

 Saturday, 25 February, is the day of the official Annual Meeting, Reception and Dinner Dance.  Eve-
ryone is welcome to attend.  If you are authorized to vote, please be sure to pick up your voting 
card before this session.  

United States Power Squadrons®   

2017 Annual Meeting 

 Sunday, February 19, 2017 - Sunday, February 26, 2017  

 Orlando, FL  
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By P/D/C Larry Stout SN-IN  

     Stability of a boat is the ability of it to return to its original position after being disturbed. There are two types. Static 
stability is the ability when the boat is at rest in still water. Dynamic stability is the same ability when the vessel is moving 
through the water and is subjected to external forces such as wind and waves. 
     There are two forces involved with stability referred to as the center of gravity (downward force) and center of buoy-
ancy (upward force). The center of gravity is a fixed point and its location is determined by the way in which the boat has 
been constructed and how it is loaded. The center of buoyancy shifts sideways when the boat lists or rolls and the dis-
tance between these forces is called the “righting arm”. When the center of gravity passes outboard of the center of 
buoyancy, the righting arm becomes negative and the boat will capsize. 
     Interested in becoming more confident in your boating skills?  The United States Power Squadrons offers many courses 
such as weather, seamanship, navigation, marine mechanics and marine electronics. For more information visit our web-
site at:  www.grandlakeusps.com or on Face Book at GLSPS. 

     The effect of the combined rotation of the earth around its axis and its ecliptic orbital movement determines the sea-
sons on earth. About December 22nd   (winter solstice) the sun’s declination is at its maximum southern value of 23 de-
grees south, and we have winter in the northern hemisphere and summer in the southern hemisphere. About June 21st, 
(summer solstice) the sun’s declination is at its maximum northern value of 23 degrees north with the northern hemi-
sphere at its maximum tilt toward the sun, and summer occurs in the northern hemisphere with winter in the opposite 
hemisphere. 
     Interested in learning about navigation by using the sun, moon and the stars or perhaps by GPS and electronic charts? 
The United States Power Squadrons offers many courses such as navigation, piloting, and seamanship. For local infor-
mation visit our website at:  www.grandlakeusps.com or on Face Book at GLSPS. 

     A great gift for the boater is America's Boating Course offered by the United States Power Squadrons to the general 
boating community online or in the classroom. It includes a 288 course book and online access to the course for interac-
tive learning. The online option is for people whose schedule and obligations would make it difficult to attend a classroom 
course.  It also meets the licensure requirements for most states and is NASBLA approved. 
     Another great gift for your first mate or crew is the online course Partner in Command. It is an interactive online learn-
ing course that covers anchoring, docking, navigation and more. The comprehensive seminar can be completed in 2-4 
hours. 
     To purchase an online course, go to www.usps.org or for local information visit our website at:  
www.grandlakeusps.com or on Face Book at GLSPS. 
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The Pelican is the official publication of the Grand Lake Sail and Power  
Squadron, Micki Kamrath, Editor.  Please email all correspondence to 
mickikamok@gmail.com. 
 
Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron’s 
Commander is Cdr Bruce Watson, P  
913-689-9944 / lakepappy@gmail.com 
 
Current Webmaster: Kevin Kamrath, S 
kevkamok@gmail.com 
Past Webmaster: P/D/C Bill Miller, P   

Grand Lake Power Squadron website... 
www.grandlakeusps.com 
 
District 30 website… 
www.usps.org/d30 
 
National website… 
www.usps.org  

From your Editor… 
Please send me pictures (with names and the activity), ideas and suggestions that are most important to 
you.  The deadline is the 23rd of the month.  Thanks for your input and support., Micki 

 Date  Event     Time                           Location   

February 
1/30—2/5 Tulsa Boat Show    Varies   Tulsa Fair Grounds Expo 
   9 Engine Maintenance (6 Sessions)  TBA   GLA 
 14 E-Board Meeting    1300   GLA 
 16 Dinner Meeting    1800   Honey Creek Resort 

March 
   6 Advanced Piloting (8 Sessions)  TBA   GLA 
         9-12 Grand Lake Boat Show   Varies    Grove Civic Center 
 14 E-Board Meeting    1300   GLA 
 16 Dinner Meeting    1800   GL Casino Event Center 
 20 ABC3 (5 Sessions)    TBA   TBA 

 

2/2   Karen Carroll 
2/6  Larry Stout 
2/12   C. Coleman Darby 
2/14  Susan Brandt 
2/14  Myra Noteboom 
2/19  Micki Kamrath 
2/23  Kevin Kamrath 
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Name:  The word "bald" originally meant "white-headed."  The scientific name, Haliaeetus leucocephalus, means 
"white-headed sea eagle" in Latin. 

Size:  With a 6.5 to 7 foot wingspan, the Bald Eagle is one of the largest birds of prey in the world.  Adults are 3 to 
3.5 feet tall and weigh 8 to 15 pounds.  Like many predatory birds, the female is larger than the male, but size can-
not be used conclusively for identification. 

Color:  Male and female Bald Eagles are identical in color.  The distinctive white head and tail mark an adult, a sex-
ually mature bird that is at least 4 to 5 years old.  Younger individuals are almost solid brown, although a general 
mottling in the body feathers and a light coloration in the head and tail develop in older immatures.  Both young 
and adult Bald Eagles have yellow legs.  The young birds have a dark beak and black eyes, both of which turn bright 
yellow as they become adults. 

Foods:  Fish comprise the bulk of the Bald Eagle's diet.  In midwinter, dead or crippled waterfowl and other wildlife 
become important food sources. 

Prey Size:  The weight of prey items varies from tiny fish to larger carrion.  An eagle would have difficulty carrying 
anything greater than its own weight, and eagle prey are most frequently within the 3 to 5-pound range. 

Nest:  Nests usually are built near the top of a large tree.  Enlarged annually, a Bald Eagle nest can become the larg-
est of any North American bird.  The record nest measured 20 feet deep, 10 feet wide and weighed two tons! 

Eggs:  Bald Eagles lay two (rarely three) white eggs each year.  Both parents incubate the eggs for a 35-day period. 

Young:  At 10 to 12 weeks of age, eaglets are fully feathered, nearly full grown and can fly from the nest. 

Longevity:  Although the life expectancy of wild eagles may be 30 years, some have lived 50 years in captivity. 

Eyesight:  The Bald Eagle's eyesight is estimated to be 5 to 6 times sharper than a human's. 

Speed:  Eagles fly 20 to 60 miles per hour in normal flight and dive at more than 100 miles an hour. 
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1 Feb     The waxing crescent moon is high in the west at dusk with Mars and Venus lined up to the lower right. 
4 Feb     The Pleiades Cluster is 4 finger-widths above the first-quarter moon at sunset, and Aldebaran is 1 fist-width to the    
                moon’s left. 
5 Feb     Magnitude 0.85 Aldebaran is 1 finger-width to the moon’s right this evening. 
6 Feb     At dusk, the waxing gibbous moon lies between Aldebaran, 1½ fist-widths to the upper right; magnitude 0.5 Betel 
               geuse, 1 fist-width below or to the lower right; magnitude 1.2 Pollux, nearly 3 fist-widths to the left or lower left; and  
               magnitude 0.2 Capella, nearly 3 fist-widths to the upper left. The moon is at perigee, 369,000 kilometers away. 
8 Feb    High in the east at dusk, magnitude 1.46 Procyon is 1 fist-width to the moon’s lower right. Magnitude 1.2 Pollux is the  
               same distance to the upper left. 
10 Feb   The full moon rises at sunset, followed a few minutes later by magnitude 1.4 Regulus.  Late tonight, Regulus is 2 finger- 
               widths to the moon’s lower left.  After growing closer, they are separated by less than 1 finger-width before dawn .   
11 Feb   A penumbral eclipse of the moon occurs shortly after midnight Universal Time. None of the moon is in complete shad 
                ow, and only the earth’s outer shadow covers the moon, so it’s not as dramatic as a total or even partial lunar eclipse. 
15 Feb   Before dawn, magnitude -2.2 Jupiter is 1 finger-width to the moon’s lower left, and magnitude 0.98 Spica is 2 finger- 
                widths below Jupiter.  Spica is the brightest star in the constellation, Virgo, the Virgin.  How many other stars of Virgo  
                can you spot?  Several third-magnitude stars surround the moon: magnitude 3.37 zeta Virginis is 3 finger-widths to the  
                upper left, magnitude 3.41 delta Virginis is 1 fist-width to the upper right, and magnitude 3.45 Porrima is 1 fist-width  
                 to the right. 
16 Feb    The moon is nearly 1 fist-width to Jupiter’s left. 
18 Feb    The last-quarter moon lies above the head of Scorpius, the Scorpion. The moon is at apogee, 404,000 kilometers away. 
19 Feb    Low in the southeast before first light, the waning crescent moon is less than 1 fist-width to the upper left of magni 
                 tude 0.96 Antares. Magnitude 0.6 Saturn is less than 2 fist-widths to the moon’s lower left. 
20 Feb    Saturn is less than 3 finger-widths to the moon’s lower left low in the east before dawn. 
21 Feb    Saturn is 3 finger-widths to the right of the thin crescent moon low in the southeast at dawn. 
26 Feb    An annular solar eclipse is visible only in the South Pacific Ocean, southern South America, the South Atlantic Ocean  
                 and parts of Africa. 
28 Feb    At dusk, magnitude -0.46 Venus is 1 fist-width to the moon’s upper right, and magnitude 1.3 Mars is slightly more than  
                1 fist-width above the moon. 

USPS member Arnold Medalen be-
longs to California’s Diablo Sail & Pow-
er Squadron. He has been boating in 
San Francisco Bay and the California 
Delta since childhood. The Stargazer 
first came to appreciate the night sky 
while boating in the Delta far away 
from city lights. 

Today he boats with his wife, Patricia, 
aboard Shelly C. He also volunteers on 
the United States Power Squadrons 
Communications Committee. He has 
been writing The Ensign’s Stargazer 
column for more than 10 years. 

The Ensign is the official magazine of United States Power Squadrons®, a nonprofit membership organization that promotes safe 
boating through education, civic activities and fellowship.  Published quarterly in both print and digital editions, The Ensign maga-
zine provides trusted guidance on DIY projects, boat maintenance, cruising destinations, new products, USPS news and much 
more.  We’re all about helping USPS members make the most of their membership and get the most out of boating.  For more 
information go to website:  http://theensign.org/photocontest/. 

 

http://www.usps.org/

