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Mission Statement   “To promote recreational boating safety through education.”  

     The official publication of the Grand Lake & Power Squadron a unit of the United States Power Squadrons.®. 
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Come for the boating education...stay for the friends.SM 

 
 
Ahoy Squadron Members, 
 
     Lynda and I regret missing the February executive and dinner meetings, but 
we enjoyed being with family in sunny Southern California.  
     March is here and along with it, our biggest event of the year, the Grove 
Boat Show. This event is attended by both experienced and those new to 
boating and our lake. We get to meet new people and introduce them to our 
organization. It is a perfect time to impress upon the boating public our com-
mitment to boating safety and explain our educational offerings and commu-
nity service. I hope you are able to work the booth and share with the visitors 
while enjoying the company of fellow squadron members.  
     March also brings with it the first crack of spring. Later this month trees will 
begin to bud and plants will magically rise up from the ground. The warm days 
of the month are an excellent time to get out on the lake and see what winter 
left behind. So uncover that boat, clean it up, and be ready to enjoy our beau-
tiful Lady Grand during one of the best times of the year.  

 

 

 

 

Bruce Watxon, P 

Commander, Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron 

 

Commander Correction: Last month I mistakenly credited Barbara 

Zinn for providing the table decorations. Although Barbara did help set 

up, the decorations were provided by Renae Russell. Thank you Renae! 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images;_ylt=AwrBT8QKG0NXIkEA7.dXNyoA;_ylu=X3oDMTEyNW84ODh0BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQjE1NjNfMQRzZWMDc2M-?p=like+uson+facebook&fr=mcafee&th=101&tw=182&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.boydgaming.net%2Fkansasstar%2Fmedia%
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Lt/C Ken Moore called the Dinner 
Meeting to order on February 16 at the 
Honey Creek Resort Conference Room.  
Dinner was catered by Rib Crib and in-
cluded sliced brisket and pulled pork,  
sweet n' smokey beans and potato sal-
ad plus homemade cobbler or brownies 
for dessert.  Our Guest Speaker was 
Tim Bowen, president of Integris Grove 
Hospital since January 5, 2015.  Bowen 
previously served as the CEO of Mena 
Regional Health System in Mena, AR.  
He holds a Bachelor of Science and Nu-
clear Medicine degree from the Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas and a Master of 
Business Administration degree from 
John Brown University.  Tim gave a nice 
update on Grove Integris Hospital oper-
ations and new services available to our 
community.       
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GRDA and GLSPS are partnering to promote 

life jacket use.  Brian Edwards and Ed Ferguson 

from the GRDA presented  Lt/C Ken Moore and 

Cdr Bruce Watson with a check for $5200 to 

help promote life jacket safety around the 

GRDA lake area. 



Mission Statement   “To promote recreational boating safety through education.” 

4 

By P/D/C Larry Stout SN-

     Delamination is the separation of the layers of fiberglass that make up the topsides, deck, or hull of most boats. A 
small crack caused perhaps by a sharp blow can start this process by allowing water to enter. Delaminating can be halted 
by drilling a series of small holes in the delaminated area and injecting resin into the void area, thereby filling and rebond-
ing the area.  Using a trained fiberglass specialist is probably best for handling this problem. 
    Boat Smart from the start, the United States Power Squadrons offers many courses such as weather, seamanship, navi-
gation, marine mechanics and marine electronics. For more information visit our website at:  www.grandlakeusps.com  or 
on Facebook at GLSPS. 

     On coastal waters and even on Grand Lake, it is common to see a rotating antenna or a large dome on yachts. This unit 
is part of a radar system that will include the transmitter, a transceiver and a display unit. This navigational aid is very 
helpful especially for larger vessels that can be more restricted in maneuverability in a timely manner. While GPS can lo-
cate your vessel’s position, it is blind to obstacles and vessels in your immediate surroundings. 
     Radar systems allow the captain to set an alarm to warn of vessels detected within a specified range. This can be very 
helpful when boating in crowded areas especially at night or poor visibility. It can also help to detect severe weather that 
may be moving into your area. As with many devices, its ultimate value rests with the user’s ability to understand and 
properly use the information. Remember, radar does not replace the need for a constant lookout as required for all boat-
ers. 
     To learn more about boats and boating, the United States Power Squadrons offers many courses such as seamanship, 
navigation, marine mechanics and marine electronics.  For more information visit our website at:  
www.grandlakeusps.com or on Facebook at GLSPS. 

     Most boats manufactured and sold in the U.S. use a standard battery-powered, direct current electrical system of 12 
volts. Some cruisers may use 6-volt deep cycle golf cart batteries for marine use since many believe they have a longer life 
and greater capacity. To get the necessary 12 volts needed for the electrical system, the 6 volt batteries must be connect-
ed in a series. The best choice for batteries is to select those that are specifically engineered for the marine environment. 
     There are several types of batteries for the boater. The traditional lead-acid type is very common, however for the in-
frequent boater and for worry-free operation, the gel or absorbed glass mat (AGM) batteries may be a good choice alt-
hough they are more expensive. An advantage of the gel battery is that it can be placed in various positions and has a low 
self-discharge rate that allows it to be stored for long periods of time without significant loss of power.  If there are multi-
ple batteries on the boat, the same type should be used to prevent improper charging with the alternator or battery 
charger. 
     To learn more about boats and boating, the United States Power Squadrons offers many courses such as seamanship, 
navigation, marine mechanics and marine electronics.  For more information visit our website at:  
www.grandlakeusps.com or on Facebook at GLSPS. 
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The Pelican is the official publication of the Grand Lake Sail and Power  
Squadron, Micki Kamrath, Editor.  Please email all correspondence to 
mickikamok@gmail.com. 
 
Grand Lake Sail and Power Squadron’s 
Commander is Cdr Bruce Watson, P  
913-689-9944 / lakepappy@gmail.com 
 
Current Webmaster: Kevin Kamrath, S 
kevkamok@gmail.com 
Past Webmaster: P/D/C Bill Miller, P   

Grand Lake Power Squadron website... 
www.grandlakeusps.com 
 
District 30 website… 
www.usps.org/d30 
 
National website… 
www.usps.org  

From your Editor… 
Please send me pictures (with names and the activity), ideas and suggestions that are most important to 
you.  The deadline is the 23rd of the month.  Thanks for your input and support., Micki 

 Date  Event     Time                           Location   

March 
   6 Advanced Piloting (8 Sessions)  TBA   GLA 
         9-12 Grand Lake Boat Show   Varies    Grove Civic Center 
 14 E-Board Meeting    1300   GLA 
 16 Dinner Meeting    1800   GL Casino Event Center 
 20 ABC3 (5 Sessions)    TBA   GLA 

April 
 18 E-Board Meeting    1300   GLA 
 20 Dinner Meeting    1800   TBA 
        28-29 USPS District 30 Meeting   TBA   Eagle’s Landing 

 

3/3   Toma Ford 
3/13  Lisa Millikan 
3/19   Joe Petrusa 
3/20  Bob Russell 
3/22  Ann Rooney 
3/24  Wayne Short 
3/25  Jay Spicer 
3/30  David Mandeville 
3/30  Art Taylor 
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Date:            March 16, 2017 
Location:        Grand Lake Casino Event Center 
                         On Hwy 10 next to the Lodge Motel (Across from JR Spanky’s) 
                         (Actual address is 26301 South 655 Road, Grove, OK) 
Time:               6:00 pm – Social Hour 
                         7:00 pm – Dinner 
  

Catering by Timbered-In 
Entrée choices are:             A)  Home-Style Pot Roast 
                                                 B)  Blackened Chicken Breast (not spicy) 
  
Each Dinner includes: 
 Salad:  Spring mix greens, sugared walnuts, feta cheese, grapes & raspberry vinaigrette 
 2 Sides:  Home-style smashed potatoes with brown gravy and smoked green beans with bacon, and 

red peppers 
 Bread:  Yeast Rolls 
 Dessert:  Cake 
Iced tea & water will be provided. 
  
There will be a Bartender on duty with a Cash Bar, so No BYOB. 
  
Cost:  $19.00 per person, payable at the door. 
  
Guest Speaker:  Scott Horton, GRDA Superintendent-Shoreline Enforcement 
  
Please respond back with your entrée choice to Bob & Renae Russell at robren95@aol.com no later 
than March 9th.  The caterer has to have the final count by this date to order the food in preparation for 
the dinner! 
  
Note:  Cancellation after making a reservation will be needed by March 9, otherwise you will be asked 
to pay for your dinner. 

  

Come Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day at the GLSPS March Dinner 

mailto:robren95@aol.com
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1 Mar      Low in the west at dusk, magnitude -4.2 Venus is 1½ fist-widths to the thin waxing crescent moon’s lower right. Magnitude  
                 1.3 Mars is 2 finger-widths to the right. 
3 Mar      The moon is at perigee, 369,000 kilometers away. 
4 Mar      Magnitude 0.85 Aldebaran is ½ finger-width to the moon’s upper left high in the south at dusk. Later this evening the moon passes  
                 within 0.2 degrees of Aldebaran. 
5 Mar      The first-quarter moon is 1 fist-width to Aldebaran’s left this evening. Magnitude 1.6 Elnath is 1 fist-width above the moon, and mag 
                 nitude 0.24 Capella is another 1 ½ fist-widths beyond Elnath, nearly overhead. 
6 Mar      At dusk, the moon lies between magnitude 0.5 Betelgeuse, a little more than 1 fist-width to the lower right, and magnitude  
                1.22 Pollux, nearly 2 fist-widths to the left. 
7 Mar      High in the east at dusk, Pollux is 1 fist-width to the moon’s upper left, and magnitude 0.46 Procyon is about the same distance be 
                 low or to the lower right. At superior conjunction, Mercury passes on the opposite side of the sun and will soon be visible in the  
                 evening sky. 
10 Mar    Magnitude 1.4 Rigel is 1½ finger-widths above the nearly full moon at dusk. 
12 Mar    March’s full moon rises soon after sunset, followed by Jupiter 2 hours later and Spica soon thereafter, 2 finger-widths to the lower  
                 right. Daylight saving time begins for most of the United States. Turn your clocks forward one hour. 
14 Mar    The moon, Jupiter and Spica rise 2 hours after sunset and form a tight triangle, falling within 2 finger-widths. 
15 Mar    Close together low in the southwest before dawn, Jupiter is 3 finger-widths to the moon’s lower right, and Spica is 2 finger-widths to  
                 Jupiter’s lower left. 
18 Mar    The waning gibbous moon is just above Scorpius low in the south before dawn. The moon is at apogee, 405,000 kilometers away. 
19 Mar    This morning the moon forms a triangle with Antares, 1 fist-width to the lower right, and Saturn, the same distance to the lower  
                 left. 
20 Mar    Saturn is 1 finger-width to the last-quarter moon’s lower right before dawn. The vernal or spring equinox occurs at 1029 UT as the  
                 sun crosses the celestial equator from south to north. 
22 Mar    Get up an hour or two before sunrise to see the Summer Triangle: Altair is nearly 3 fist-widths to the moon’s upper left, Deneb is 4  
                 fist-widths beyond Altair, and magnitude Vega is 2½ fist-widths to Deneb’s upper right. 
29 Mar    Shortly after sunset you may catch a glimpse of elusive Mercury less than 1 fist-width to the thin crescent moon’s lower right. 
30 Mar    Magnitude 1.5 Mars is 3 finger-widths to the moon’s lower right tonight. The moon is at perigee, 364,000 kilometers away. 
31 Mar    Aldebaran is 2½ finger-widths to the moon’s upper right this evening. 

USPS member Arnold Medalen 
belongs to California’s Diablo Sail 
& Power Squadron. He has been 
boating in San Francisco Bay and 
the California Delta since child-
hood. The Stargazer first came to 
appreciate the night sky while 
boating in the Delta far away from 
city lights. 

Today he boats with his wife, Pa-
tricia, aboard Shelly C. He also vol-
unteers on the United States Pow-
er Squadrons Communications 
Committee. He has been writing 
The Ensign’s Stargazer column for 
more than 10 years. 

The Ensign is the official magazine of United States Power Squadrons®, a nonprofit membership organization that promotes safe 
boating through education, civic activities and fellowship.  Published quarterly in both print and digital editions, The Ensign maga-
zine provides trusted guidance on DIY projects, boat maintenance, cruising destinations, new products, USPS news and much more.  
We’re all about helping USPS members make the most of their membership and get the most out of boating.  For more information 
go to website:  http://theensign.org/photocontest/. 
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